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Take a walk around where you live and 

play, and look for the things that are in this 

book. Then you can take notes and draw 

what you have found! 



Date: Write down the day that you are looking at this 

thing, you can come back later and see if it looks 

different at other Ɵmes! 

Time: What Ɵme is it when you are looking at this 

thing? SomeƟmes the Ɵme of day makes a big differ-

ence in how a plant or fungi looks! 

Weather: Ask yourself, does this thing act different 

with different weather? Come back in different weath-

er to see! 

Descrip on: Describe what you see! 

 

Field Sketch 

Here you can draw a picture of the thing you are look-

ing at, and any of the parts that you find interesƟng! 

You can also write down any extra notes that you think 

will be helpful to explain what you see. 

What should I put in my 
notes? 



What does this Mean? 

A Tree With Fruit 

All trees that flower have fruit, but many of these trees have fruit 

so small we might not think of them as fruit. Think of fruits that 

humans or animals might eat.  

A Fungus 

There are many different kinds of fungi, like mold or yeast, but 

some of the easiest fungi to recognize have mushrooms! 

Wildlife Habitat 

Where do animals spend Ɵme? Many different places! Look for 

places where you think an animal might use to take care of them-

selves.  

Na ve to MN 

Trees come from many different places, and when a tree is 

“naƟve” to a place, that means it has grown there for a very, very 

long Ɵme.  

Introduced to MN 

While trees come from many different places, humans and ani-

mals can move them around! Trees which are introduced are 

moved from one place to another where it has not grown for a 

very long Ɵme.  

Pollinator Plant 

Pollinators are animals which move pollen from plant to plant, 

helping them make their seeds. Bees are major pollinators, but 

try to think of other small criƩers, and find plants that they might 

visit.  



Date: 

Time: 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find a tree with Fruit 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find a Fungi 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find Another Fungi 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find Wildlife Habitat 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find A Tree Native to MN 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find a tree Introduced 
to MN 



Date: 

Time 

Weather: 

DescripƟon: 

 

 

 

Field Sketch 

Find a Pollinator Plant 



 
How and Why 

do we want 
to know the 
difference 

between 
trees? 

Knowing different trees from 

one another can be both fun 

and helpful. Fun because it 

feels special to know so 

many different trees, and 

helpful because it can teach 

you how to take care of 

these trees beƩer, or how to 

know how trees can help you 

beƩer! For example, do you 

like maple syrup? It’s helpful 

to know the different         

between a maple tree and a 

birch tree if you plan on    

making maple syrup.  The 

next pages are full of Ɵps!  
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What is Arboriculture? 

Arboriculture is the culƟvaƟon and trees and shrubs, 

meaning it is the art and science of growing and taking 

care of trees. Taking care of trees takes a lot of work, 

can you think of some things you might need to learn 

to take care of trees? List your ideas here: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



What does an arborist do? 

If we know that arboriculture means taking care of 

trees, what is an arborist? An arborist is a tree surgeon, 

they are a professional who does the taking care of 

trees! To be an arborist you need to know lots things 

about trees, and you may even need to know how to 

climb them! What do you think an arborist might do at 

work every day? List your ideas here: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Why do we learn Knots? 

Safety Glasses 

Climbing 
Helmet 

Gloves 

Some people who work with trees also climb them to 

take care of them, these people are called arborists. 

And some people climb trees just for fun! Tree climbers 

have to know lots of different knots so they are pre-

pared to climb and work as safely and securely as pos-

sible. Along with knowing and using the proper knots, 

tree climbers also need to know and use the right safe-

ty gear, called personal protecƟve equipment.  

Tree Climbing Saddle 



Knots 



Knots 

BOWLINE 



Knots 
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